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Psalm 118, 1, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11; Mark 15:1-47     Palm/Passion Sunday 

“The Suffering King” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

One of the greatest gifts in life is being able to capture those moments when 

extraordinary events take place. Baptisms are one of those moments, where a  

person gives their life or their child to the Lord. Ordinations are another 

where a person gives their life to the Lord for leadership in the body of 

Christ. Weddings can be an extraordinary time of celebration. Funerals too 

can be wonderful family reunions, in spite of the reason for gathering. A 

birth is also an amazing time to capture. Although I must say we have not 

had access to these celebrations, most of us in the last year. Nevertheless, 

many of you have celebrated the births of your own children, your 

grandchildren, your great grandchildren, and I know in the case of Lynn’s 

parents, a great-great grandson, who just turned nine this week. These are 

extraordinary events to be captured in our memory, with photos and videos. 

They are unparalleled in our life experience. 

 

World history also provides bittersweet capturing of memories. The 

finishing of a war either by victory or by loss seems to me to be bittersweet, 

because we remember how many died in the conflict. There was rejoicing 

that Hitler did not win World War II, but there were so many millions lost 

worldwide, it is hard to rejoice as fully as we would have liked. There was 

the loss of the war in Vietnam by the Americans, but never accepted as a 

loss. Hundreds of thousands died, and it is difficult to see any good in it. My 

brother Chris was a veteran of that war, from which he never recovered 

emotionally, which the Americans didn’t even call a war until much later in 

history. What will we remember about this last year’s war with the 

coronavirus? It is hard to say right now. 

 

We do know the writers of the Gospels devoted an extraordinary amount of 

their writings to the last week of Jesus’ life. John, for example, devotes 

chapters 12-20 for the last seven days of Jesus’ life and His resurrection on 

Easter Sunday. Those are eight chapters out of the twenty-one chapters that 

makes up his Gospel. He devotes more than a third of his work to the last 

week of Jesus earthly life and ministry. So we should take note and newly 

explore this Triumphal Entry, this Holy Week, this sacrificial death on the 

Cross, and Resurrection. We know the Gospel writers want to emphasize the 

importance of Jesus’ mission coming to fruition in this last week of his 
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earthly life. That was his hour. The hour of the Cross. Between His 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the events of Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday of that week which many celebrate, but we rarely do, which is a 

discussion for another time, His last Passover with the Twelve which we 

celebrate on Maundy Thursday and Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper, 

the Good Friday which wasn’t so good for Him, but is for us, and the Easter 

Sunday that makes sense of all the rest.  

 

We celebrate this week in Jesus’ life with extra services because it is hard to 

take it all in. It’s too much. Even after celebrating Holy Week for at least 

fifty years in my memory, I am still learning so much. I hope I can convey 

the importance and bittersweet quality of the Triumphal Entry of our Lord 

into Jerusalem. Just remember the crowd cheering, “Hosanna!” and “Blessed 

is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! (Luke 19:38), referring to 

Jesus, and “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matthew 21:9) and five days 

later, a similar crowd is shouting “Crucify, crucify” (Mark 15:13-14) leaving 

the governor to ask, “Why? What crime has he done?” 

 

The importance of this moment of Triumphal Entry in Jesus’ earthly life and 

ministry is that it is the moment where Jesus is accepted as the King, in the 

line of David, to restore the Kingdom of God, in fulfillment of the promise 

made by God to David, that there will always be a king to sit on his throne 

(1 Chronicles 17:14). It is a Messianic promise, even as the Suffering 

Servant chapters of Isaiah 52-53 remind us that God provides a person on 

whom, our sins will be carried and taken from us. That Messiah is Jesus. 

 

Jesus is proclaimed the victorious King on Palm Sunday. We proclaim Him 

again today as King. We pledge ourselves anew today to His Kingdom, His 

mission, His way and most of all to Him. Now there are other details which 

do take our attention from this central point.  There is the matter of the colt. 

I must say that I am not as familiar with the equine family, the raising of 

donkeys, horses and mules, as my friend in Montana, Bob, who raises 

champion donkeys. I won’t use the other word in English for such animals, 

as you might be distracted. 

 

A colt is a young donkey or horse, a donkey in this case, as we can see from 

the four Gospels. The disciples borrow it from a nearby village. It has never 

been ridden, and Matthew adds the detail of the colt’s mother or mare or 

“jenny” in the case of a donkey’s mother. The two are used, but Jesus only 

rides the colt. Why does He do so? 
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The symbolism of a King riding a lowly donkey into a city is that of a 

Conqueror who brings peace, a servant King. He is not riding a stallion or 

driving a chariot, as a King who may be coming briefly, but then going back 

to battle. No, this King is coming announcing peace, as Zechariah 9:9-10 

says: 

 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

    and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River[a] to the ends of the earth. 

 

Which also should remind us of our own Canadian motto: a mari usque a 

mare. “From sea to sea” which is also found in Psalm 72: 8. Yes, Lord, 

reign in our country of Canada from sea to sea (to sea). The founders of our 

nation still used the Bible and desired to see the King’s rule throughout the 

Dominion. We want our King, Jesus, the eternal servant King to rule in 

Canada. We declare it today. 

 

So the colt is a small part of the story, but leads us to the Lord. Just as 

Balaam’s donkey was given the ability to speak to the wayward prophet 

Baalam. So we let Jesus’ colt speak to us of His peace and His reign. And 

we can be thankful Jesus didn’t open that donkey’s mouth, where we might 

have heard Eddie Murphy speaking many things, just as the donkey in Shrek 

spoke many things. No, we focus on Jesus. 

 

People were praising Him as the Saviour. That’s what “Hosanna” means, 

“Lord, save us.” And we know we need saving from our sins. If we have not 

given ourselves to Jesus as Lord and King, we are a slave to our sins, our 

rebellion against God. Jesus teaches that to us in John 8:33-38.  Sin destroys 

our lives, but in Jesus, we have a different way. We have a way to follow 

God and no longer oppose Him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%209%3A9-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23010a
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So the waving of the palms is not just intellectually acknowledging Jesus as 

King, it is also pledging ourselves to His Kingdom, to Him. That’s why 

people were putting the garments onto the road, why they were laying down 

palms before Jesus. It was an agreement between those individuals in the 

crowd and the whole group to acknowledge Jesus as King and pave the way 

for His Kingdom to come and His will to be done. You know those words. 

Those are Kingdom allegiance words. 

 

So we know the waving of the palm branches and the placing of the outer 

clothes before Jesus was not just for exercise, or for fun. It was a giving of 

themselves to the Lord. “Save us, Jesus” is what those Hosanna songs mean. 

“Strongly save us, Jesus!” John tells us they were palm branches (John 

12:13). Mark says they cut branches from the fields, so other cuttings can be 

used, but traditionally, the palm is used because it is explicitly mentioned in 

John. It is the way we worship for generations and centuries on this 

particularly Sunday, honouring and capturing the moment of Jesus’ entry as 

King so long ago. 

 

So where do we go from here? We simply note that this Sunday formerly 

used to only be about the victory of Jesus, and not about the cost of Jesus’ 

victory. Today we pause and consider that Jesus is Messiah, Jesus Christ, the 

King of Israel, but also the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is the 

superlative Leader, Master of all, Creator of all, to whom we give praise, 

honour and worship as God. 

 

He is also the superlative Servant. He suffered to reach His goal, to fulfill 

His mission. He suffered to love us well.  

 

Let’s look at some of the details Mark presents in chapter 15 of his Gospel. 

He received the pain of hearing accusations, without basis, to which he did 

not defend himself. (Mark 15: 3-5) Have you ever been accused, or known 

betrayal? How did you feel? How did you deal with it? Jesus was 

experiencing that on Friday morning.  

 

Then the crowd asked the governor to release a murderer and insurrectionist 

named Barabbas, rather than Jesus the Messiah. When Pilate wanted to 

release Jesus, the crowd wanted him tortured to death. Pilate did not agree at 

first. He had him flogged. Matthew and Luke add many details at this point 

of the story, portraying Pilate as a man who wanted to release Jesus, but also 
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was wanting to please the crowd and avoid a riot. The Gospel of Mark 

simply has Pilate flogging Jesus and then abandoning him to crucifixion. 

(15:15) I’m not sure how I would be awaiting torture, or experiencing it. I’ve 

seen too much of it on TV. I certainly would not have the composure of our 

Lord. How would you be? 

 

Mark has the soldiers mocking Jesus after being flogged and a crown of 

thorns forced on his head which would certainly add to the bleeding he was 

already experiencing. They beat Him up. They spit on Him. They even 

mocked worshipping Him, by their falling on their knees before Him. I find 

it hard to even touch the emotions that come up, when I put myself in his 

position, as I have never had anything that comes close to this. As the song 

says, “They laughed and scorned as He died, the humble King they named a 

fraud, and sacrificed the Lamb of God.” It seems He was tempted worse at 

His so-called trial, and abuse at the hands of the soldiers than what He went 

through in the desert before He started His ministry. 

 

He carried His cross while bleeding significantly from the flogging and the 

crown of thorns. Likely all of his clothes were blood stained. He had little 

energy to carry a heavy object. I’m not sure if you’ve ever carried a wooden 

cross of any size, or just two larger posts, four by four, or six by six or 

larger. There is a significant weight. This is likely why Simon of Cyrene was 

forced by the soldiers to help Jesus with the cross. (15:21) 

 

At nine o’clock in the morning on Friday, they crucify Him. They have 

taken His clothes. He is badly injured, physically, emotionally, socially, 

brutally, in every way. Piercing his hands and feet and wounding Him in the 

side complete the process. How much pain can an individual withstand 

without losing consciousness or simply going into shock? I am not a medical 

doctor but believe that Jesus withstood much more than we would have in 

His place. 

 

His only crime: He was the king of the Jews. That’s what the governor had 

written over His head on the cross in the three languages of Latin, Greek and 

Hebrew.  He was also mocked by the thief on the cross next to Him and 

those passing by… “Come down from there, if you are who you say you 

are…” (15:30) But to cut the story short, Jesus dies, after a loud cry. I cannot 

imagine that audio reality. 
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The Roman officer at the foot of the cross, who had likely seen too many of 

these crucifixions, noted that “This man was truly the Son of God!” (15:39) 

We can easily use the word “cross” today. But we must remember in that 

day and age it was a swear word, conjuring images of the worst of torture, 

violence and abuse. Jesus was on the cross from 9 am to 3 pm, according to 

Mark. (Mark 15: 25, 34) I find it hard to imagine those hours, even after 

many attempts over these last fifty years. 

 

It is an understatement to say He was the Suffering King. He went through 

all this to show His love for you and for me. That is the beauty of Palm 

Sunday and the cost of Good Friday. Accept anew today what He has done 

for you. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


